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history. It was the result of a century of hard work for long
hours and of systematic thrift exalted to the point of being
almost the chief of the virtues. Yet four considerations make it
difficult, if not impossible, for those who have grown up in the
twentieth century to appraise this remarkable achievement
fairly.

Firstly we take the principal achievement for granted. We
were a small people of no special importance in the world when
the century began. We were the most densely populated
country in the world when the century ended, with the highest
standard of life ever known in Europe, and the greatest world
power since the great days of Rome. Those who are heirs to
the men who performed this astonishing miracle of change in
three generations may say, if they wish, that they would prefer
not to have been born, but it is useless for them to wish that
they had been born of parents who worked less hard and spent
their surplus in pleasure and leisure instead of investing it for
the benefit of the future. Those who are vocal with their high-
sounding and somewhat sanctimonious complaints should at
least remember that without parents there can be no children
and that the fourfold expansion of population accompanied by
a much more than fourfold expansion of industry and commerce
was the condition which alone allows of 45,000,000 critics
of Victorianism being alive to-day. We have only got to
consider how much it is costing to clear the paltry number of
acres between County Hall and Waterloo Bridge for the 1951
exhibition to realize that under present conditions not one of
our great cities, or those of any other country for that matter,
could even have been built.

Secondly, we have lived into an age which considers it wrong
that great fortunes should accumulate in private hands. The
great wealth of the privileged classes in the Victorian age seems
to most of us to-day something which is wrong in itself and we
are not therefore at all ready to consider whether, if that wealth
had been swept into the public purse as soon as it was created
(instead of being invested in new plant and equipment or in
developing the new world on whose charity we now live), the
great expansion of wealth would ever have taken place, whether
the working-class standard of life would not in time have fallen
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